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CALLS ON NATION

TO SAVE ITSELF

President's Message Proclaims

Need of Conserving Coun-

try's Resources,

REPORT OF NATIONAL

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In Sending It to Congress Executive
Declare Facts Contained In Docu-

ment Constitute an Imperative Call
to Action "Permanent Welfare of
Our People Cannot Exist Save on a
Firm Foundation of Material Well
Being" He Defends General Courso
of His Administration.

Wnshlngton, Jnn. 22. President
Itoosovclt sent to congress todny n
mossago transmitting the report of tbc
nnttonal conservation commission. Ho
prefaces the report with his own com-
ment, stating In vigorous terms his
conviction that immediate action Is
needed if the rightful heritage of pos-

terity In natural resources Is to be pre-

served.
The message says:

To the Senate ntid llonso of Repre-
sentatives:
I transmit herewith a report of the

national conservation commission, to-

gether with the accompanying papers.
This report, which is the outgrowth
of the conference of governors last
May, wns unanimously approved by
the recent joint conference-- held In this
city between the national conserva
tlon commission nnD governors of
states, state conservation commissions
and conservation committees of great
organizations of citizens. It Is there-
fore in a iecullnr sense .representative
of the whole nation and all its parts.

With the statements and conclusions
of this report T heartily concur, and. 1

commend It to the thoughtful consider:!
tlon both of tho congress and of our
people generally. It is one of tho most
fundamentally important document:
over laid before tho American people.
It contains tho first inventory of Hh

natural resources ever made by any
nation. In condensed form it presents
u statement of our available capital In

material resources, which are the
means of progress, nnd calls attention
to tho essential conditions upon which
tho perpetuity, safety and welfare of
this nation now rest and must always
continue to rest. It deserves and should
havo the widest possible distribution
among the people.

The facts set forth In this report
couatitnto an impcratlvo call to action.
Tho situation they d'icliso dewu.d'
thnt we, neglect m r for u time, IT mod
bo, smaller ami less ital question,
shall concentrate an effective part of
our attention upon tho great material
foundations of national existence, prog-
ress and p'osperity.

Immediate Action Needed.
This firs inventory of natural

prepared hy the national con-

servation commission Is undoubtedly
but the beginning of a series which
will be Indispensable for denllng lutcl
ligently with what wo have. It sup-

plies ns closo tin approximation to the
nctual facts as It was possible to pre-
pare with fhe knowledge nnd time
available. Tho progress of our knowl-
edge of this country will continually
lead to more accurate Information and
better use of the sources of national
strength, nut wo cniinot defer action
until complete nccuracy in tho esti-
mates can be reached, because before
that lime muuy of our resources will
be practically gone. It Is not ncccs-sar- y

that this Inventory should bo ex-u-

In every minute detail. It Is essen-
tial that it should correctly describe
tho general (situation and that tho
present Inventory does. As it stnnds
it id an Irrefutable proof that tho con-

servation of our resources Is tho fun-
damental question before this nation
and that our first nnd greatest task Is
to sot our house In order and begin to
livo within our means.

The tlrst of all considerations is the
perjuunent welfare of our people, and
truo moral welfare, the highest form
of welfaro, cannot permanently exist
savo on a Arm and lasting foundation
of material well being. In this re-

spect our situation Is far from satis-
factory. After every posslblo nllow-nc- o

has been made and when every
hopeful Indication has been given Its
lull weight the facts still give reason

or grave concern. It would bo
of our history nnd our Intelli-

gence nnd disastrous to our future to
shut our eyes to these facts or attempt
to laugh them out of court. Tho peo-

ple should and will rightly demand
that tho great fundamental questions
shall bo given attention by their repre-

sentatives. 1 do not ndvlso hasty or
111 considered action on disputed
points, but I do urge, where tho facts
nre known, where the public Interest
Is clear, that neither Indifference and
inertia nor adverse prlvato Interests
shall bo allowed to stand In the wny
of tho public good ,

Our Responsibility For the Future.
The great basic facts aro already

veil known. Wc know that our popu-

lation Is now adding about one-fift- h to
Its numbors In ten veins nnd that by
tho middlo of the present contury per
baps 150.000.0fl0 ..uierlenns and by Its

ml very many millions moro must be
fed and closed from the products of
our soil. With tho steady growth In
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population and the still more raptd Tn

crease"in consumption our people will
hereafter tanko greater and not less
demands per capita upon all tho natu-
ral resources for their livelihood, com
fort and convenience. It Is high time
to realize that our responsibility to the
coming millions Is like that of parents
to their1 children nnd thnt In wasting
our resources wc nro wronging our de-

scendants.
Wo know now thnt our rivers can

and should bc""uindc to servo our peo-
ple effectively In transportation, but
that tho vast expenditures for our wa- -

terways have not resulted In maintain-
ing, much less In promoting, Inland
navigation. Tliercforo lot us take im-

mediate steps to ascertain tho reasons
nnd to prcpnro and adopt a compre-
hensive plnn for inland waterway nav-
igation that will result In giving tho
peoplo the benefits for which they havo
paid, but which they hnvo not yet re-
ceived. Wo know now that our forosta
nro fast disappearing, that less than
one-fift- h of them are being conserved
and that no good purpose can be met
by falling to provide tho relatively
small sums needed for tho protection,
use and Improvement of all forests still
owned by tho government nnd to enact
laws to check tho wasteful destruction
of tho forests In privnto hands. There
nro differences of opinion ns to many
public questions, but the American peo-
ple stand nearly ns a unit for water-
way development nnd for forest pro-
tection.

We know now thnt our mineral re-
sources, once exhausted, nro gone for-
ever nnd thnt the needless waste of
them costs us hundreds of human lives
and nearly .$300,000,000 a year. There-
fore lot us undertake without delay
the Investigations necessary before our
people will bo in position through state
action or otherwise to put nn end to
this hugo loss and waste nnd conserve
both our mineral resonrccs nnd tho
lives of the men who tnlte them from
tho earth.

I desire to mnke grntcful acknowl-
edgment to the men both lu and out of
tho government service Who hnvo pre-

pared the first Inventory of our nntu-ra- l
rosourccs. Tliey have mndo It pos-

sible for this nation to take a great
stop forward. Their work Is helping
us to see thnt the greatest questions
bofore us are not pnrtlsnn questions,
but questions upon which men of nil
parties and nil shades of opinion may
bo united for tho common good. Among
such questions, on tho material side,
tho conservation of nntural resources
stands first. It Is the bottom round of
tho ladder on our upward progress to-

ward n condition in which the nation
as n whole nnd Its citizens ns Individu-
als will sot nntlonni eillclcncy nnd the
public welfnro boforo personal profit

Industrial Democracy In Danger.
The policy of conservation Is per-

haps tho most typical example of the
general policies which this government
has mado peculiarly Its own during the
opening years of tho present century.
Tho function of our government Is to
lnsuro to all ltn citizens now and here-
after their rlgnts to life, liberty nnd
tho pursuit of happiness. If we of this
generation destroy the resources from
will 'h our children wculd otherwise
derive their livelihood .o reduce the
capacity of our land to support a popu-
lation mid so either degrade tho stand-
ard of living or deprive tho coming
generations of their right to life on
this continent, if wo allow great in-

dustrial organizations to exercise un-

regulated control of the means of pro-

duction nnd the necessaries of life we
deprlvo the Americans of today nnd of
tho future of Industrial liberty, a right
no less precious and vital thnu polit-
ical freedom. Industrial liberty was h
fruit of political liberty and In turn
has become one of Its chief supports,
and exactly as wo stand for political
democracy so wc must stand for indus-
trial democracy.

The rights to life and liberty are
fundamental, and, like other funda-
mental necessities, when once acquired
thoy are little dwelt upon. Tho right
to the pursuit of happiness Is tho right
whoso presence or absence Is most
likely to bo felt In dally life. In what-
ever It has accomplished or failed to
accomplish the administration which
la Just drawing to a closo has at least
scon clearly tho fundamental need of
freedom of opportunity for every citi-

zen. Wo have realized that tho right
of every man to live his own life, pro-vld- o

for his family nnd .endeavor, ac-

cording to his abilities, to securo for
himself and for them a fair share of
tho good things of existence should bo
subject to ono limitation and to no
other. Tho freedom of tho- - Individual
should bo limited only by tho present
nnd future rights, Interests and needs
of tho other Individuals who make up
the community. We should do all In
our power to dovclop nnd protect Indi-

vidual liberty, Individual Initiative, but
subjoct alv lys to tho need of preserv-
ing and promoting tho general good.
When necessary the private right must
ylold, under duo process of law and
with proper compensation, to tho wel-

fare of tho commonwealth. The man
who serves tho community greatly
should bo grently rewarded by the
community. As thoro Is great Inequa-
lity of service, so there must bo great
Inequality of reward, but no man and
no Bet of men should be nllowed to
play tho gnmo of competition with
loaded dice.

All this Is simply good common sense.
The underlying princlpio of conserva
tion has been described ns tho npplt
cation of common sense to common
problems for the common good. If tho
description Is correct, then conserva-
tion Is tho great fundamental basts for
national eillclcncy. In this stage of
tho world's history to be fearless, to be
Just and to be etllclent nre tho three
great requirements of national life.

Administration's Aim Defended,
This administration has achieved

some things. It has sought, tut has

aot bceu able, to achieve others. 1

has doubtless made mistakes, but nl'
It has done or attempted has been 1

the single, consls cut effort to secu
nnd enlarge the tights and oppt rtu- -

.

ties of the men and woiri'Mi rf the
United Stales. We are tiylug to co
serve what Is In cur soi hi Hy

torn, and wo nie sttlvliig toward th'
end when wo ondoitvor to do nwnj
with what Is h.d. Sue-es- s may be
made too hard for some If It Is made
too easy for others. Tho rewards of
common Industry nnd thrift may be
too small If the rewards for other nnd
on the whole lest valuable qualities
aro made too lnrze. and especially if
tho rewaids for qualities which are
really, from the public standpoint, un-

desirable nre permitted to become too
large.

The unchecked existence of monop-
oly Is Incompatible with equality of
opportunity The reason for tho exer-
cise of government control over great
monopolies I to equalize opportunity
Wo nre lighting against privilege. It
wns made unlawful for corporations to
contribute money for election expenses
In order to nlnldge the power of spe-

cial privilege at the polls. Uallrond
rate control Is nn attempt to secure an
equality of opportunity for nil men af-

fected by rail transportation, nnd that
means all of us The great anthracite
coal strike was settled and the press-
ing danger of a coal famine averted
because we rec " nlzed that tho con-

trol of n publli necessity Involves n

duty to the pontile and that public
Intervention In tn nlTnlrs of a public
service corpit:itl u Is neither to bo
resented ns timir, ttlon nor permitted
n n privilege by the corporations, but,
on tho contrary, to be ncccptcd as n
duty and exr 1 0 "i a right by the
government In "h i terest of nil the
people The ol!le! ncy of the army
nnd the navy has In on Increased so
thnt our people any follow In pence
the great work of making this country
a better pine f r Ameil ans to live In.
nnd our navy was rent round tho world
for the sane ultln-it- purpose. All the
nets taken by the government during
the last srcn yeir3 and nil the poll
cles now 1 "i"g pirMird by the govern-
ment lit .In as part of a consistent
whole.

Measures For Country's Good.

Our publli land policy has for Its
aim the use of the public Innd so that
It will pi'ouiKl:' lof.'d development by

the settlement if h iincuiakers. Tho pol-

icy we c1"iim ilmi N 1o serve all the
people Icltlviiiielv and openly. Instead
of permlttlne the lands to bo convert-
ed, llloglilmnrol- - and under cover, to
tho nrlvn'c benefit of u few Our for
est pollev wan es' ilillshel so that wo
might mo the public forests for the
permanent pij'iil iid, Instead of
merely for tompornrv private gain
The reclu ntlou mi. ir.der which the
desert s of r'ie public domain are
converted 10 h! :uot uos for tho gen-

eral beneO.1. was pissed so that moro
American', anight have homes on the
land.

These toM- - les w n emu-to- Into law
nnd lane ed tholr enactment
Others ha- - f eio fir to reach the
pol it " i n A. ns such Is tho
attempt r p. ' lie control of the
open raivr ' d i'j.m t' convert ltB

benefits t r' i ' "" num.
who Is tin lini.ioihn'U'T. Instead of

It l 1 cMjirillod by u few
great catl'r-1- "' 'ie-i- . owners.

The'cnn i. " ' f a pwo food law
was a ro")Ht'"i f the fact that tho
public welfare nu wMghs the right to
private unln a- - d tint no man may
poison the iconic for his private
profit. Tim o iplnvovs' liability bill
recognl"ed line controlling fact that,
while the onpln'-H- r usually has nt
stake no more V'U his profit, the stake
of the iii) '. ' e Is u living for himself
nnd his family

For the Bcrwfit of the People.
We are bulldlire the I'aiiamn canal,

and this in "in- - t'nit we aro engaged
In tho giuiu oiigii.eoi'lii!; feat of all
time. We .ire MiJWug to add in all
ways lit the Imbltnbllltj and beauty of
our countr.. We nie strlviug to hold
In the public bunds the remaining sup-

ply of unappropriated coal for the pro-

tection mid benefit of all the people.
We have taken the tlrst steps toward
tho conservation of our nntural re-

sources and the liettertueiit of country
Ufo nnd tho Improvement of our wa-

terways. Wo stnud for the right of
every child In a childhood free from
grinding toll and to an education, for
the civic responsibility and decency of
every cl for prudent foresight In
public mntliM-- s and for fair play In
every relation of our national nnd eco-

nomic life In International mutters,
wo apply ii system of diplomacy which
puts the obligations of international
morality on a level with those that
govern the actions of an honest gen-

tleman lu dealing with his fellow men.
Within our own border we stand for
truth and honesty In public and In
pilvatc life, and wo war sternly against
wrongdocs of every grade,

Tho obligations and not the rights of
cltlxenslilp Increase In proportion to
tho lneroaso of a man's wealth or pow
er. Tho time Is coining when a man
will be Judged not by what he has suc-

ceeded In getting for himself from the
common store, hut by how well he has
done his duty ns a clll.en nnd by what
the ordinary cltlon lias gained in free-
dom of op ortunlty because of his
service for the common good. The
highest value we know Is that of the
Individual cltlron. and the highest Jus
tice is to ghc him fair piny In tho ef-

fort to realize the host Micro Is lu him

Common Sense Needed.
Tho tasks this nation has to do nre

grcnt tasks. They can only be done nt
all by our citizens noting together, nnd
they can tie done best of all by tho dl
rcct nnd simple application of hoinelj
common svnsc.

Tho inul mil c uisorvatlou commis-
sion wlsolj confined Its report to the

MemenTof facts and principle's, leav-
ing the executive to recommend tho
specific stops to which these facts nnd
principles inevitably lead. According-
ly I call your attention to some of the
larger features of the situation dis-

closed by the report and to the action
thcroby clearly demanded for the gen-

eral good.
Waters.

The report says:
Within rec-fn- t months It has been rec-

ognized and demanded by the people,
through many thousand delegates from
all states assembled In convention In dif-
ferent sections of tho country, that tho
watorwuys should and must be Improved
promptly and effectively as a means of
maintaining national prosperity.

The tlrst requlslto for waterway Im-
provement Is tho control of the waters In
ouch manner qb to reduce floods and reg-
ulate tho rcglmon of tho navigable riv-
ers. The second requtslto Is development
of terminals and connections In such man-
ner as to regulate commerco.

Accordingly 1 urgo that tho broad
plan for the development of our water-
ways, rocomtnended by the Inland wa-

terways commission, bo put In effect
without delay. It provides for n com-

prehensive system of waterway Ini-pro- vi

cnt extending to nil the uses of
tho waters and benefits to be derived
from their control, Including naviga-
tion, tho development of power, the ex-

tension of Irrigation, the drainage of
swamn and overflow lands, tho pre-

vention of soli wash nnd the purifica
tion of streams for water supply. It
proposes to carry out tho work by co-

ordinating ngenclos In the federal de-

partments through tho medium of nn
ndmlnlstrntlvo commission or board,
nctlug In with tho stntes
and other organizations and individual
citizens.

The work of wnterway development
Bhould bo undertaken without delay
Meritorious projects In known con-

formity with the general outlines of
any comprehensive plnn Bhould pro-

ceed at once. The cost of tho whole
work should be met by direct appro-
priation If posslblo, but If necessary
by the Issue of bonds In small denomi-
nations.

It Is especially Important thnt the
develonment of water power should bo
gunrdid wPh tho utmost care both by
the national government nnd by the
stntes In order to protect tho people
against the upgrowth of monopoly nnd
to lnsuro to tliein a fair shnro In the
benefits which will follow the develop
ment of this grent asset, which belongs
to tho peoplo nnd should bo controlled
by them.

Forests.
1 urgo that provision bo made for

both protection nnd moro rapid devel-
opment of tho nntlonni forests. Other
wise, cither the Increasing use of these
forests by tho people must be checked
or their protection against lire must
bo dangerously weakened. If we com-

pare tho nctual lire damage on similar
nrens on prlvato and national forest
lands during the past year, the govern-
ment flro patrol saved commercial tim-

ber wortli as much ns the total cost of
caring for -- all national forests at the

Cnr nlinllt Ion venra.
I cspeebllv commend to the congress

tho facta presented by the commission
ns to the relation between forests and
otrcnin How In Its bearing upon the Im-

port! nee of the forest l.i, ds In nation-
al ownership. WUliout an underbuild-
ing of this Intimate relation the

of both these natural n

es must largely fall.
Tli'j time has fully arrived for recog-

nizing In the the responsibility to
the community, the state and the na
tion which r,..ts upon the private own
ers of private lands. The ownership
of forest land N a public trust. The
man who would so hrndle his forest
ns to cause etiwlon and to Injure
stream flow must bo not only educated,
but ho must be controlled.

Thu repor of the n.i.loiinl conserva-
tion commission says:

Forests In prlvato ownership cannot bu
convened unless thoy uro protected from
flro. Wo need good llro luws, well

Klie control Is Imposslblo with-
out an adequate force of men whoso nolo
duty Is tlio patrol during the dangerous
season.

I hold ns first among the tnsks be-

fore the states nnd the nntlon lu their
respective shares lu forest conserva-
tion tho organization of efficient tire
patrols nnd the ennctment of good fire
laws on the part of the states.

Tho report says further:
Present tax laws prevent reforestation

of cut over land and the perpetuation of
existing forests by use. An annual taN
upon tho land Itself, exclusive of the tim-
ber, nnd a tax upon tho timber when cut
la well adapted to actual conditions of
forest Investment nnd Ib practicable and
certain. It Is far better that forest land
should pay a moderate tax permanently
than that It should pay an excessive rov-enu- o

temporal Hy and then cease to yield
at all.

Second only in Importance to good
flro laws well enforced Is the enact-
ment of tax laws which will permit
tho perpetuation of existing forests by
use.

Lands.
With our increasing population the

tlmo Is not far distant when tho prob-
lem of supplying our peoplo with food
will become pressing. Tho possible
additions to our arable area nre not
great, and It will become necossnry to
obtain much larger crops from Hie
land, as 1b now done In more densolj
settled countries. To do this wo need
botter farm practice nnd hotter strains
of wheat, corn and other crop plants
wltli u reduction lu losses from soil
erotlon nnd from Insects, animals nifli
other enemies of ngrlculture. The
United States department of ngrlcul
turo Is doing oxi client work In these
directions, and It should bo llberallj
supported

The r'liMlnlm' public lands shouli1
bo clnsultlcd anil tho arable lauds
disposed of ro h mo'i'iikers. In their
Interest the timber and stone act and
tho commutation dame of tho home-
stead act bin aid le icpealcd, and the
desert laud law should bo modified In
accordnuce wlili the recommendations
of the pubjlc 'rials commission.

Tho uso of the public grating lands
should bo regulated In such ways as
to Improve nnd conserve their value.

Illghts to tho surface of the public
land should be separated from rights
to forests upon it nnd to mlncrnls be-

neath It, and these should bo subject
to separate disposal.

Tho coal, oil, gas and phosphnte
rights still remaining with the govern-
ment should be withdrawn from entry
nnd leased under conditions favorable
for economic development.

Minerals.
The accompanying reports Bhow that

the consumption of nearly all of our
mineral products Is Increasing more
rapidly than our population. Our min-
eral waste Is about ouo-slxt- li of our
product, or nearly $1,000,000 for each
working day In the year. The loss of
structural materials through Ore Is

about another million n day. Tho loss
of life In tho mines Is nppalllng. The
larger part of these losses of life nnd
property can be nvolded.

Our mineral resources are limited In
quantity nnd cannot be Increased or
reproduced. With tho rapidly Increas-
ing rate of consumption the supply will
bo exhausted while yet the nation Is In
Its Infancy unless better methods nre
devised or substitutes nro found. Fur-

ther Investigation Is urgently needed
In order to Improve methods nnd to de-

velop nnd npply substitutes.
It is of tho utmost Importance thnt a

bureau of mines be established In ac-

cordance with the pending bill to re-

duce tho loss of Ufo in mines nnd tho
wnsto of mineral resources und to In-

vestigate the methods and substitutes
for prolonging the duration of our min-

eral supplies. Doth the need nnd the
public demand for such n bureau are
rapid! v hemming more urgent. It
should with tho states in
supplying data to servo as n basis for
fitato mine regulations. Tho establish
ment of this burenu will menn merely
tho transfer from other bureaus of
work which It Is agreed should be
transferred nnd slightly enlnrged nnd
reorganized for these purposes.

Conclusions.
Tho Joint conference nlready men

tloned ndopted two resolutions to
which I (all your speclnl attention.
The first wns Intended to promote co-

operation between the stntes nnd the
nation upon all of the great questions
here dlseued It Is ns follows:

Resolved, That a joint commlttco ha
appointed by the chairman, to consist of
six mombcrs of stnto conservation com-
missions and tlireo members of tho ivt
tlonal conservation commission,

It shall bo to prcparo and present to
thu state nnd national commissions nnd
through them to tho governors and t'--

president a plan for united action by i!1
organizations concerned with tho con-

servation of natural rcsourcos. (On mo-tlo- n

of Governor Noel of Mississippi the
chairman and secretary of tlio conference
woro added to and constituted a part of
this committee.)

The second resolution of tho Joint
conference to which I refer calls upon
the congress to provide the means fi r
such The principle of tho
community of interest among all our

I !1pon,e, ' "'" Jt "; rennumos
rans tl'roK,, T "'J muU,,ml
conservation commission nnd the t

(codings of i Ik-- Joint tiMifconce 'IT-- '

resources. M Ii form the common ba-

sis of our wolf. in-- , can bo wisely dei I

oped, rightly used and prudently c n

served oiilj by the common nctl-ti- i n.
j all the people, acting through their tvp

resontatlvert In state and nation: hence
the fundniiu ntal necessity for
tlon. Without It we shall accompli.!'
but little, and that little badly. T!m
resolution follows:

Wo also especially urge on tli corbies i

of the United States the high desli ability
of maintaining a national on
tho consei vutloti of thu resources of the
country, empowered li with
state commlxslons to tlio end that eve
sovereign commonwealth and eory sta-
tion of the country msy attain tho lit li
degreo of procpeilty and the suroness if
porpctulty naturally arising In the nbu ,

darn resources nnd the vigor, Intelllgcn
and patriotism of our people.

In this recommendntlon I most heart-
ily concur, nnd I urge that an appro-
priation of at least $50,000 be made to
cover the expenses of the national con-

servation commission for necessary
rent, assistance and traveling expenses.
This Is u very small sum. I know of
no other way in which the appropria-
tion of so small a sum would result
In so Inrge n benefit to the whole nn-

tlon. THDODOKE ItOOSBVELT.
The White House, Jnn. 22, 1000.

INVENTORY OF

COUNTRY'S RESOURCES

Commission Tells How Thoy

Should Be Conserved,

In forwarding to tho president the
roport of tho national conservation
commission Gilford Plucbot, chairman
of tho commission, says tho entry of
tho conservation movement luto tho
field of definite constructive work Is
accomplished by the authorization of n
Joint commlttco on to be
composed of six mombcrs of tho state
conservation commissions and three
members of tho national conservation
commission, with Its chairman and
socretary. This committee Is to devise
ways and means for effective

between nil forceB working for the
conservation of national rosourccs.

Mr. Plnchot takes occaslo to recog-
nize tho work of tho secrotnry of the
commission, Thomas B. Shlpp, nnd the
secretaries of the four sections of wa-
ters, forests, lands nnd minerals,
Messrs. W. .1. McGce, Overton W.
Price, George W Woodruff and J. A
Ilolmos, respectively, without whose
services, together with tho government
experts, the making of the national in

&

ventory would hnvo been Impossible.
The Ave secretaries sign tho report'
with him

The report of the commission Is do-vot-

mainly to nn Inventory of tho
country's resources In minerals, lnnds,
forests and waters, closing with a sec-

tion on "nntlonni ofnrlcncy."
The mineral production of the Unit-

ed Stntes for 11)07 exceeded $2,000,000,-00- 0

and contributed Chi per cent of tho
total freight tralllc of the country.
The wnste lu the extraction nnd treat-
ment of mineral products during the
same year watt equivalent to more
than ?.100.0o0 000. The avnllablo and
easily nccesslblo supplies of coal In the
United States aggtegito approximately
l.'lOO.OOO.OCO.OOO tons At tho present
lncrenslng rate of production this sup-

ply will be so depleted ns to npproach
exhaustion before the middle of tho
next century Tho hlttli grade Iron
ores (tho only Iron ores nvnllable for
use under existing conditions) cannot
be expected to Inst beyond the middle
of tho presfiit century The same Is

truo of the petroleum Mtpply. The sup-

ply of stone, clay, cement, lime, sand
nnd salt Is ample, while the stock of
tho precious metals and of copper,
lead. zinc, sulphur, asphalt, graphite,
quicksilver, mica nnd tho rare metals
cannot well be estimated, but Is clear-
ly exhaustible within one to three cen-

turies unless unexpected deposits nre
found.

The consumption of nearly nil our
mineral products Is Inci casing far
moro rapidly than our pi pulntion. A

Btniy gleam of light In tho otherwise
gloomy mineral situation is seen in

tlio fact that whllo the production of
coal Is lncrenslng enormously, the
waste and loss In mining aro diminish-
ing. There Is urgent need of greater
safety to tho miner. Tho loss of Ufo
through mine nccidents Is appalling.
Stress Is In Id on tho assertion that
four-fifth- s of tho country's flro losses,
or nn average of 51.000,000 a day, could
be prevented If tho pro-nutlo-

ns tnkon-l- n

Europe were ndopted hero.
Speaking of the nation's cultivable-area- ,

the report der lares that there hu

been n slight Increase In the average-yiel-

of our great staple farm prod-

ucts, but neither the Increase In acre-ng- o

nor the yield per ncro has kept
pace with our tncreaso In population.
Within a century we shall probably
havo to feed three times ns man
peoplo as now. and the main bulk or
our food supplv must be grown on our
own soil. We have now nearly 0,000.-00- 0

farms, averaging 110 ncros each,
but only a little more than two-fifth- s

of the area of oontlneutal United Stnten
is under cultivation. Tho United
Stntos can grow tho farm products
needed by a papulation moro than three
times as great as our country now con-

tains, but we must greatly Increase
the yield per acre

The erottost unnecessary waste of
our soil Is preventable erosion. Second
only to this is the waste, nonuse nnd
misuse of fertilizer derived from nnl-ma- ls

and men. fiber great causes of
loss nro due to Injurious mammals,
plant diseases and iiiKocts. Most of
thee farm losioi are nreventable.

The pwnt nihil' land Inws as n

whole do not subserve the best Inter-ost- s

? the people. Title to the nirfac
of the to'unlning iionmtneral publi
lands sh nld bo (.ranted only to actual
liomeinaKors.

Next to our need of food and wator
comes our need of timber, declares the
roport. Ymo preservation by use unde"
the metlvds of practical forestry of
nil public forest lands either In stai
or federal ownership Is essential ti-

the permanent public welfare. IUffee-tlv- e

and Immediate by prl
vate enterprise, state ownership and
federal ownership Is needed If the pub-

lic Interest Is to be subserved. By rea-

sonable thrill we can produce a con-

stant timber supply beyond our prer-cu- t

need nnd with It conserve the uselul-nes- s

of our streams for Irrigation, wa-

ter supply, navigation nnd tower.
Of the 70.000.000,000.000 cubic feet

of water annually flowing Into the sen
less thnu 1 per cent Is restrained and
utilized for municipality and commu-
nity supply; less than - per cent (or
Borne 10 per cent of thnt In the arid
und scmlurld regions) is used for irri-
gation; perhnps 5 per cant is used for
navigation nnd less than 5 per cent for
power.

The freshets are attended by de-

structive soli erosion. The soil matter
nnnuullr carried Into lower rivers nnd
harbors or Into the sea Is computed at
780,000,000 tons. Soil wnsli reduces by
10 to 20 per cent the productivity of
upland farms and Increases channel
cutting nnd bar building In tho rivers
Tho annual loss to tho farms nlouo is
$500,000,000, and largo losses follow
tho fouling of the waters and tho

navigation of the streams.
Broad plans should bo adopted pro-

viding for n system of waterway Im-

provement oxtcudlng to all uses of tho
waters and benefits to bo derived from
their control.

Under the heading "Nntlonni "

tho report says:
"Slnco tho greatest of our national

nsscts Is tbc health and vigor of the
American peoplo, our elflclency must
depend on national vitality even moro
thnn on the resources of the mlneia'
lands, forests nnd waters.

"Our annual mortality from tuber-
culosis Is about 150,000. Stopping
three-fourth- s of tho loss of life from
this cause and from typhoid nnd other
prevnlcnt nod prevcutable dlseises
would Increase our average length of
life over fifteen years.

"If wo count thf vnluo of each life
lost at only 51,700 and reckon tho nver-ng- o

earning lost by Illness ns $700 pcr
ycar for grown men, we find that the
economic gain from mitigation of pre-

ventable disease In the United States
would oxcecd 51,500,000,000 n year. hi
addition, wo would decrease suffering
nnd Increase happiness and content-
ment among the people."
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